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GOLD SHOVEL STANDARD ANNOUNCES OLYMPIAN CLIFF MEIDL
AS KEYNOTE SPEAKER AT APRIL 10th MEETING
Meidl Nearly Lost His Legs Following Construction-Site Accident

Gold Shovel Standard works to prevent life-threatening damages, empower field
teams to operate safely, and protect excavation crews and the public. People
interested in attending the GSS April Meeting can click here to register. Lost Pines
is offering a special rate for GSS attendees. To register for a room the night of
April 9, click here: https://aws.passkey.com/go/goldshovelstandardprogram. A
full program agenda can be found on the GSS Website at: http://
goldshovelstandard.org/events/calendar/.
Cliff Meidl has inspired audiences across North America promoting the
importance of worksite safety and safe digging practices. “I’m delighted to
address people at the Gold Shovel Standard meeting because worker safety is my
passion,” Meidl said. “In order to reduce, and ultimately eliminate, worker
accidents, we need to champion a safety culture to drive that goal.”

“Gold Shovel Standard continues to expand rapidly, both in its member base and
the support infrastructure for the program” said Rick Galyean, Executive Director
of GSS. “This information-rich meeting in April will offer an opportunity for
interested parties to understand the latest offerings from GSS, including
Standardized Damage Prevention Metrics. Furthermore, the program has been
investing in a new technology suite offered to our members, which will be
showcased at the Spring event. Our staff has increased to 15 people, all dedicated
to improving Damage Prevention, expanding the use of Safety Management
Systems, providing expert consulting, and delivering the tools to our members to
succeed. It’s a very exciting time at Gold Shovel Standard.”
Keynote speaker Meidl jackhammered into three live, buried power lines while
working on a construction site when he was 20 years old and nearly lost his life
and legs. After a strenuous rehabilitation program Cliff launched a miraculous
comeback and made two US Olympic Teams 10 years after his accident. At the
2000 Sydney Olympic Games Meidl received one of the greatest honors when he
was chosen to lead Team USA as Flag bearer into the Opening Ceremony.
About Gold Shovel Standard
Gold Shovel Standard (GSS) is a nonprofit organization committed to improving workforce
and public safety and the integrity of buried infrastructure. GSS believes that greater
transparency in all aspects of damage prevention among buried-asset operators, locators
and excavators is essential to drive continuous improvement, and vital to increasingly safe
working conditions and communities. The Website is: www.GoldShovelStandard.org.
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Santa Ana, CA, March 19, 2018 -- Gold Shovel Standard (GSS) announced today
that national safety speaker and former Olympian Cliff Meidl will be the keynote
speaker at its upcoming spring meeting on April 10th at the Lost Pines Resort and
Spa, located at 575 Hyatt Lost Pines Road, Cedar Creek, TX. The meeting, open to
all stakeholders interested in public and workforce safety and the protection of
buried assets, will run from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM, and is sponsored by Gold Shovel
Standard, a nonprofit organization.

